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Tippecanoe County Board of Commissioners 

Meeting Minutes 
Tuesday, February 16, 2021 

10:00 am 
Tippecanoe Room, Tippecanoe County Ofýce Building 

20 N 3rd Street, Lafayette, Indiana 

Commissioners present: Vice President David S. Byers and Member Tracy A. Brown. Absent: 
President Thomas P. Murtaugh. 

Also present: Attorney Doug Masson, Auditor Robert Plantenga, Commissioners’ Assistant Paula 
Bennett, and Recording Secretary Jennifer Wafford. 

I. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE — Vice-President Byers called the meeting to order and led the 
Pledge of Allegiance 

ll. APPROVAL OF MINUTES from Monday, February 1, 2021. 

0 Commissioner Brown moved to approve the minutes as presented, second by 
Commissioner Byers. Motion carried. 

III. PRESENTATION OF PAYROLL — Paula Bennett presented and recommended: 
The payroll from February 5, 2021 was recommended for approval without exception. 

0 Commissioner Brown moved to approve the Payroll as presented, second by 
Commissioner Byers. Motion carried. 

IV. PRESENTATION OF ACCOUNTS PAYABLE — Paula Bennett presented and 
recommended: 

The claims from February 4, 2021 through February 16, 2021 were recommended for approval 
without exception. 

. Commissioner Brown moved to approve the Accounts Payable as presented, second 
by Commissioner Byers. Motion carried. 

Ogen Public Hearing: 

V. PUBLIC HEARING -BOT PRELIMINARY DETERMINATION — Doug Masson presented and 
recommended: 

Attorney Masson advised that the Public Hearing is in regard to the Jail and Community 
Corrections additions. This public hearing is required as part of the process for this project. 
Notice of this public hearing has been published and mailed to certain organizations as 
required by Indiana law. The public hearing is regarding the County’s consideration of 
entering into a public-private agreement known as a Build, Operate, Transfer Lease 
Agreement, in accordance with Indiana Code 5-23. The public-private agreement includes 
lease payments to be made by the County from ad valorem property taxes to be levied on all 
taxable property within the County. 

Indiana law requires the County to hold two public hearings before making a determination to 
enter into such an agreement. The first hearing is today, and the second hearing will be 
tomorrow February 17, 2021 at 10:00 am, which both have been advertised. The information 
required to be provided by [C 6-1.1-20-3.1 at the public hearings is available and will be 
included in the minutes of the public hearing. 

02.16.2021 CM Meeting Minutes 



Page 2 of 5 

Public Disclosure of Certain Information includes: 
1. The maximum term of the BOT obligations is twenty (20) years from the date of 

execution of the BOT Lease Agreement. 
2. The maximum lease rental amount of the BOT Obligations, which excludes interest, is 

$15,700,000. This is the amount determined by the Council. 
3. The estimated interest rate payable on the BOT Obligations is 1.90-2.50% per annum, 

and the total interest cost associated with the BOT Obligations is estimated to be 
$3,400,000. There is currently an agreement in principle with one of the banks for 
1.96%, but it depends on the closing timeframe. 

4. The purpose of entering into the BOT Lease Agreement is to provide for the design, 
ýnancing, construction, operation, and transfer of a new public safety project located 
within the County. 

5. The current debt service levy and rate of the Political Subdivision is $147,982 and 
$0.0018, respectively. 

6. The estimated increase to the Political Subdivision’s debt service levy and rate as a 
result of the issuance of the BOT Obligations are $1,172,018 and $0.0143, 
respectively. 

7. The estimated amount of the Political Subdivision’s debt service levy and rate during 
the ten years immediately following the issuance of the BOT Obligations, after 
considering any changes that will occur to the debt service levy rate during such period 
on account of any outstanding bonds or lease obligations that will mature or terminate 
during such period. In 2021 it would be $587,500 total debt service levy and 0.0018 
estimated tax rate. For 2022 through 2030, the total debt service levy would be 
$1,320,000, and an estimated tax rate of 0.0161. 

8. The result of Tippecanoe County’s current and projected annual debt service 
payments ($1,320,000) divided by the net assessed value of taxable property within 
Tippecanoe County ($8,221,249,801); is .016%. 

9. The result of: (a) The sum of Tippecanoe County’s outstanding long-term debt ($0); 
plus (b) the outstanding long-term debt of other taxing units that include any territory of 
Tippecanoe County; divided by (c) the net assessed value of taxable property within 
Tippecanoe County ($8,221,249,801) is 3.9%. 

Taxpayers, residents, and other interested parties are now invited to testify regarding the 
County's proposed determination to enter into the public-private agreement. Anyone 
testifying should state their name and address for the record, prior to offering their comments. 

No public comment was offered. 

Jason Huber, Community Corrections Executive Director, stated that this plan would greatly 
expand the services focused on Mental Health, Substance Abuse, and Life skills training 
within the Community Corrections Center. This will provide meaningful counseling services 
and space and programming space for the participants. 

Sheriff Goldsmith stated that this expansion would free up a considerable amount of space in 
the current building; it also saves the taxpayers money for a Jail Expansion. The cost of a Jail 
expansion is around $40 million. He feels this a different and better approach to both the Jail 
and Community Corrections by adding life skills and treatment. His hope is never to have to 
build another pod on the Jail. The reality is that there may be a need to build one as the 
community grows, but if this new approach works to reduce recidivism and make Tippecanoe 
County better, he feels it’s needed and worth the investment. 
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